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maintained their rule in India. English in fact pczpelzmled {he division between ’f g ;7; U!Q' C;m;;' nu‘! of it
hoen made to replace English by Hindi as the official or link language but not u;rg‘ 1a. '0,-,'}\- > s
The things have been spoiled instead. Hindi is spoken by a large mf(/ortt_r of peop C.I.n, ’n'm_/ [ ,_m;v(; aw;
and r('z;mz,t. The Constitution also prm'iducfm' the promotion and development .Qf re gm["u; ¢ D')/f;‘:’i;l.[
So the non-Hindi states have started using their regional languages along \\_'llh English ./n‘r off [
. Jd not only the growth of Hindi put also stood in the way ()}' pationd
intearation. i was on this account (hat a resolution had 10 be passed that Englis.h 1f‘0111c1 continiie u\ an

> so long as the non-Hindi state do 1ot accept Hindi. Another aspect of

associate official language ‘ L ac
s ll/l/)e(ll‘(,’(/ in the shape of medim of instructton i education.
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INTRODUCTION

India has a rich heritage in terms of languages and every .
arcas, is respected by the Constitution through the likes of Article 29 and Schedule VI “History
demonstrates that, from (imes immemorial, India has been a multilingual country, cach language having
h it was supreme, but nonc of these regions truly constituted unilingual kingdom

Janguage spoken, even by the most remote

a certain region in whic
y.. . el
or principality.
Gandhi considered the removal of English language from the official desks as of national importance.
He wrote, “TWe should no more neglect thus destroy our oW language. The English insist on speaking
their mother tongue and using it for all their purposes. Lot us do the same and thus raise Hindi to the
5

high status of a national language.”™

Most of the members of Constituent Assembly wanted to fulfill Mahatma Gandhi’s dream who had
opined that there should be a national language which would give a distinct identity to the nation. Dr.
N.G. Ayyangar says in one of his speeches at the Assembly, “There was one thing about which we
reached a fairly unanimous conclusion that we should select one of the lnguugt;s in India as the
common language of the whole of India, the language that chould be used for the official purposes of

the Union.”

In India in the multi-party set up various political partics have served as pressurc groups and influenced
the post-independence modifications in the official language policy. Congress pa;'Iy as a whole did not
have a language policy acceptable to all its members, and most of the solutions offered were in the
nature of compromise. Pressure for amending the official language policy, thercfore, came as much
within the ruling party as from outside. The two main issues now were the relative pt’witiom L;f Hindi
:m'd l;ﬁnglish in the official sphere and implementation of the 1963 deadline for re)l'\n‘:inH 1;'nﬂ\"l by
Hindi as the official language of India, As the [ifteen year time limit for switching olv;r lu.oll{ni~ ‘; jﬂ' }1
to come 10 an end, it was feared, chiefly in the non-Hindi areas, that the rcnﬁg\'ul of Fn“lii‘\‘l L‘:M
associate official Tanguage would not only be difficult but disastrous. el

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was e B 3
3 bedkar was quoted as saying, "One language can unite people. Two languages e 1o
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Pnplish on the other hand, being
poth Hindi and non-Hindi regions.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

Following arce the main Objectives of the study.

1. To study National Language Controversy.

2. To explore the historical background of the study.

3. To discuss about Hindi-English controversy.

Historical Background: The Official Language Commission 11 l9§6 had c.ndo; sc it
provision thereby aggravating the non-Hindi opposition which 1)c1'cc1ycd _thc implements
language provisions as a threat to the political status of the non-Hindi regions.

d the constitutional ”
he official

The Official Language Commission’s report containcd that Hindi was being choscn- not‘.bce]cailé.;emlzt :);
better developed than the other regional languages. not because a gr@n[?r o'rAm()h/cv' v(ulie .n -encég
literary outpul is available in it: not because it has presently a large availability of 1.300 ’S m) S?lt }7‘8
and in different other branches of modern knowledge. 1t was chosen...because 1L happens (o

. & 9 D
understood and spoken by the lurgest mumiber of people.”

As a result of the political significance attached to the official language question, a Specml 'Commltfee
of Parliament appointed to review the Commission’s report. cautioned against too hurried switch over to
Hindi. Within Congress party, opinion was divided Nehru, GB. Pant and other leaders favored a go-
slow policy. At the Pragjyotishpur session of Congress in 1958, Nehru pleaded for a consen.susvof the
opinion on the language question and criticized the imposition of majority decisions on a minority. He

repeatedly assured the non-Hindi arcas that English would remain an associate official language as long

as the non-Hindi regions wanted it. At the same time, advocates of Hindi like Govind Das and P.D.

Tandon insisted on a rigid implementation of the fifteen ycar deadline and showed their impatience at

the delay in making Hindi the official language. Their intolerance and failure to come to a compromise

only served to unite various groups from the non-Hindi areas. The latter. if previously demanding an

equal role for their respective languages, now united in their support of English and opposition to the /
move to treat 1965 deadline as a rigid one. The result of the agitation was the Presidential Order of ’
April 1960 which definitely extended the time-limit for a final switch-over, followed by legislation in

1963 1o establish the associate language status for English.

According 1o Ralph Fasold, “Former colonial lunguage is an absolutely atrocious choice as national
language. Nothing could be a worse svmbol of a new nation’s self-avwareness than the language of a
country from which it had just achieved independence.”™ "

Tl\wrcf‘orc, Hindi is a better option as it is an indigenous language and identifics with a large proportion
of the population of India.

Hindi- English Controversy:  The passing of the Official Languages Act, 1963 should be examined
against the background of the changed composition of the Congress Parliamentary Party following the
Gen_eml Elections of 1962. India’s third general elections weakened the Hindi group within the };‘dl‘W.
While representation from the non-Hindi states of Gujarat, Maharashura, West Bengal, Orissa and
M.zldf'ns increased from 100 to 124 that from the Hindi states dropped from 186 to ulfO. Moreover
wnhm the Hindi states the Congress suffered significant losses, so that as pointed by Weiner. "Thé
Hindi region was threatened with the possibility of five years of uncertain go\’cmmcn[."‘? :

Significantly. opposition within the Hindi arcay
partics like the Jana Sangh and the Samyukta

was comprised largely of Hindi communalist political

Aalis Py, which identified Hindi with Hindi political
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] language is to be
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grpartanee ganes] By the sorcHindr sechon among the o
performance of Congrese  Hmdt dates m 167 mcrcased
Ministers This i sumn strengthened the support for English as the assoaate ofticn
Bandled By the Umon Governawnt, m fecent years the state governments have been pliying an
tiremagh the Clief Mimsters Conference. Here the non-Hindi leaders could effectively
because the pumber of Chief Mimsters from the Thadi states could nevet
i states. English thus got a boost from the pon-Hindt Clhet

ppertan 4y ¢
influence pohoy debates
»“3?17.‘“{@%‘,‘-’3 thon i'ﬂ(!ﬂhﬁ;h‘t{'?fs from the Hind
Mintstors
proups both m the State Assembhies and i the Lok Sabha,

Tie eleciom strengthened the non-Hindi
Moreover, the weakened position of Congress made it

and akered the composinon of Congress,
dependent an the pohucal support of the other parties in Parlament. Thus, a favorable chimate was

created for evelving a compromise solution on the Tanguage question. T was under these changed
cireumtances tit the deati bilt proving for the continued use of Eaglish on a compulsory basis tor
atfioml purposes came ap before: Parbament. Without much opposition the Othical Languag

{ Amendmenty Act was passed ensuring that English shall be continued as an assoviate language as long
ses the non-Hmds stites wanted 1t

The amended Act of 1967 established a two-language policy tor official transactions. I provides that
Prelish shial! be aned for the purposes of communication between the Union and a state which fias not
adopted Hindi as its official langaage. Further, where Hind is used for purposes ol conanucition
between e stufe and another which has not adopted Hindi as its official Einguage, such
compnaication i Hindt shall be accompanied by a translation of the same in English. The COMromise

formatla evolved by the 1967 Act has presented the settlement of the bitter controversy.

Cemclusion: 1 we anabvze the Tmguage problem in the pohtics of our country we come to el L
conerete conclusions. Daspite hingaistic heterogencity the problem of national language is not bovad
solation India stands o waty i diversity. Hence Hindeas well as other regional Tanguages deserves o
phice However, English, @ forergn language 5 @ language of the chite and not ol the nasses, 11 should
be tremted a5 optional o be chosen by the students opting for stly of scientitic and technicad subyjects
and enablig thent (o come i contact with the foreign countries. Thus Hindy in Devnagrr serapt s the

D franca’ whereas regional lingoage be an wssocide bingnage. Natiomal integration has stitterad
an echipse due o hangoage being the base for polital reorganization of the country. b farnentid
£
/
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Wi for tuaty in diversities Hady and all other regional
duw vecognition which has Enrcrf oy domed boecause of supreme posiaon attpibted
tor the lnguage of elite and intellectuals it coutd hardiy be the Linguage of the masses. No doubt, it does
dusetve a propar place m our scheme of thines as 1 i the preserve of techocrats, seientists, dm.il’»!r.“;lmf

Burcaticrats. T is commmumicating link with the forcien cowntsies. Politics of language 18 outcome of

brivs of Hinds and Moslim communalists the (hcd;;ud mationalists and staunch Hindo fundamentalists

In fact Hindt and Urdu are the two sides of the samg coin, then why enmity of Mustans @ Hinade and

hatred of Hindus to Urdu. The self-seeking politicians explont the sentiments of the femming mithons

and make them fight on frivolous issucs. '
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